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CQICLUSIONS

MILITARY

8. We believe that, generally speeking, the persomrcl strength of
Soviet and other Blec forces will rexain substantially wnchanged during
the period of this estirate. BHowever, the ovar-all effcetiveness of
these toicea will incyease, ;w.inlz;‘ necause of the fol}.m’rinc; factors:

&. - C.
d. Cener:zlly improved and modernized eapons available ©o

Soviels ground forces, togather with changes in organizaticn and

tactics designed to adopt thege forces ts nuclear warfarae.

"Bew intelligence has sﬁreugtheneﬁ our previcus sstinaies
thé.t the H;éSR has ca extensive pwided missile progrom. Ve
estinate that the USSR is Vnca-t producing guided missiles Tor
operetional use, which provides & signifieant {amcroment oo
over-all Bovict military capobilities.”

{Paras. 103, 1hkh}

10. During the period of this estimate the Bloe air defense system
will probably be strengthenct by grooter operstionel experience and hy
the introducticn into opereticonal wnits of pew fighber types {inciluding

" all-weather), nev anti-alrcraft veapons, lwproved early warning and GCI
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equipment, and guided missiles . Houever, in viewv of the increasing

capabilities of offensive weapons end improved technigues in counter-
measures , Soviet alr defense capsbilities will prbbﬁbly remaln

inadequate to prevent attacking forces from reaching critical target

areas of <the USSR.

IV. SCIENITFIC ARD TECHWICAL DEVELOBMENTS
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENTS CF MILITARY SIGRIFICAKCE

GUIDZD MISsILecl3

89. "We believe that the ztrategic requirements of the VUSSR have
dictated a major effort in thé field of guided missiles. From evidence of
a large nunber of personzlities and activities believed to be invelved in
the Sovié%>miﬁsi1¢ prograa, recent statements of Soviet leaders regarding
guided miésiles, repor#ed air defenae sites arcund ¥escow, and other
qvidence, ve have concluded thet the USSR is engaged in an extensive
guided miésile program‘an a kigh pricrity. Futhermore, our consideraﬁle
knowledge of Soviet exploitation of the war-time German rissile expcricnce
and evidence of Soviet capabilitics in rvelated Pields bas, convinced us
that the USSR hes the basic sclentific and techmical capabilities to
support a'comprahensive mlssile rescarch and develdpment program. The

USSR also Las an adequate econcmic base for a sizeable producticn prograi.

13 "For & discussion of Scviet guiced rigsiles, including estimates of
the dates at vwhich time verious types of missiles might appear in Soviet
operational use, see NIE 11-12-55 "Sovie’ Cuided Missile Cepabilities and
Probable Programs' publisted 20 Decenber 1955; and NIE 11-5-56 "Soviet
Guided Missile Capabilitics and Probable frograms” 1o be published in

July 1956."
ap ¢
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" We have conclude& i‘.hzvhc USSR now hes missile sys bei ;n all cetegoriss¥

in at least limited operationel status. We believe {that the Soviet guided
missile capeblility has been growing oand will continue to develop during the
next several yeers. However, we have limited intelligence on the specifics
of the missile types the USSR is preseatly developing, or wmay nou have in

operational use."

V. SINO-SOVIET BLOC MILITARY STRERCTH

- BIZE OF FORCES, SCALE QF EFFORT, TRERDS

103. During the pericd of this estimete the persconel strength of

Bloc forces-in-being will probably remain substantislly unchanged. .. . ,.' .

'
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The major weapons chenges will be the increases in the number end ‘bzl;pes of
nuclear weapons, in alrcraft, egspecially dboabars and sll-weather fighters,
in "guided missiles," and In long-range submarimes. There will also be
progressive mdemization of weapona and equipment, particularly those
I.ncorpomti.ng electronic guidence and control. Iimitatiocna on Bloc armed

&

forces during the period of this estimate will derivé Prom: « o v v s s o .

s LI I 4 & & & 9+ a4 s ® s 2 % & &2 e <« & & & 4 2+ & B B e & & 9 & e 8w

Vi. MILITARY CAPABILITIES OF THE USSR

OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES26

143. At the present time, it would be technically feasible for the
US8R to attack targets within the US with misgiles launched from long-range

# 8urface-to-Alr 26 Ho estimate of the success of the offensive
Air-to-Surfoce operations described in thie section can bDe mede
Adr-to-aAlr wvithout considering the effects of the sctions

Surface-to-Surface of opposing forces.
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 aircraft and from submarines. The UBSR could at present have V-1 type

missiles with nuclear varheads for lauuching from aumrwes : ond [-3%

late 1955 could heve for this purpose o gubsonic guided missile with a 9 {5,/
b

maximun range of 500 noutical miles. Ve believe that it will not be " "

within Soviet cepebility within the peried of this estimate to abteck

econtinental United States witk gulded missiles lauvnched from Soviet

Bloc territory. ‘

b, "If the USSR in fact develops the guided. m'i.a‘siles which e
bave estimated ’;;o be within ito capuabilities, the follc’wing poseibl 1ities
for attack would exipt during the period of this eetimte:

| a. In 1955-19%6, #7om Jaunching sites within the periphery

of the USSR, targetec could be reached in all of Western Burope OP>
and the United Kingdom except the Iberisn peninsula and Ireland,
and all of the Middle Ecet excapt +the southern port of the Arabian
peninsula. In the Far Bast, these weapons could reach targets in
Japan a_nﬁ Alasks. These missiles could carry emall and medium
Yield nuclear warheads. ‘.

b. In 3.958—1959,28 Soviet guided missiles launched within
the USSR énul& reoch targete in Burope, Horih Afrien, Japan, Amﬁ;im,
all of Asia, Greenisnd, end part of Consda. These nissiles could
not be equipped with large yleld nucliear warheads until 1959-19€0.

e. In 1960-1961, Soviet ICEM's launched from within the USSR,
equipped with large yield nuclear warheads could reach the major

target areas of the Vestern World including the United States.”

28 "fhege have Leen estimated to he the earliest probable dates
of avallability of the missile described. BSee NIE 11-12-55 "Soviet
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